Investigation of a pyoderma outbreak caused by methicillin-susceptible Staphylococcus aureus in a nursery for newborns.
An outbreak of pyoderma caused by methicillin-susceptible Staphylococcus aureus occurred in a nursery for newborns over 26 days. During this period, six neonates were involved. The mother of the first case had trunk pyoderma before delivery, which was regarded as the source of the outbreak. Contamination of the environment and equipment were implicated as the reservoirs of further pathogen spread, as supported by pulsed-field gel electrophoresis (PFGE) results, which showed that some screening isolates were indistinguishable from the epidemic strain. Termination of the outbreak was achieved by the reinforcement of infection control practices and disinfection of environmental surfaces.